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Okunev Sergei Nikolaevich 
Unknown facts of St. Isaac’s cathedral construction
There exists substantial amount of scientific, popular and artistic works dedicated to construction of St. Isaac’s cathedral in Saint Petersburg. However, up to now days there are several issues of its creation, which remained unrenowned.

Grandeur of Ogust Monferan’s idea, utilization of original technical solutions, quite short (only forty years!) that passed from beginning of construction until its completion had required coordination of numerous official institutions of Russian state. This function was imposed on Commission of St. Isaac’s Cathedral Construction, which was headed by His Imperial Majesty, while everyday supervision of grandiose temple was made by Monferan himself along with assistants.
Together with solution of technical issues he had to be responsible for the whole scope of problems, which have been connected with building of cathedral both directly and indirectly: from coordination of canonical requirements for icon painting to organization of everyday life of construction workers. That is why in course of research, dedicated to creation of cathedral of Venerable Isaac of Dolmatia it is just to analyze archive documents, which may not be coherent with construction itself.
Along with above mentioned facts, the following less known data  of cathedral’s building may present definite interest:

- for the first time in construction’s practice of Russian Empire such measures as insurance of all construction workers were taken;

- staff of doctors and medical assistants was kept at construction site and granite quarries;

- in case of professional disease, which was connected with construction works, treatment was prescribed, and in period of disease ill-person received benefit. Thus, for injure there existed payment up to 500 rubbles, that used to be sufficient sum in those days.

- contractor’s agreements included means for purchasing of medications;
- during 16 hours working day there were several breaks: half an hour for breakfast, hour and half for lunch and half an hour for dinner.

- due to expensive cost of housing living barracks were built for construction workers, these barracks were equipped with all necessary facilities, sometimes even hot plates for food preparation;

- food product were purchased en gros and that gave room to cut the expenses;

- cleanness and order were observed at building site, with particular attention paid to removal of rats and doves. Such an organizing system turned out to be quite effective during cholera epidemics in 1830 – 1832;
- special state officials carefully observed regulations in performing of works, as per described in contracts, safety means were taken into consideration as well;

- particular attention was paid to fire security: there was fire tools, and person on duty observed condition of lamps, smoking, drinking and making of fire without permission was strictly forbidden at construction site. Those, who had violated these rules was whether subjected to substantial fine or had been fired from construction of cathedral. 
- construction garbage was removed from site;

All above mentioned particular features of St. Isaac’s cathedral construction can be considered only as general review of what is supposed to be better researched to have better idea of development of construction activity in Russia in the middle of XIX century. 
